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seem to have a rooted objection to giving any answers to inquiries, and, 
when answers are given, they are usually unsatisfactory, if not mislead¬ 
ing. The difficulty becomes still greater when, as with most of Dr. 
Mitchell’s cases, the patient has been subjected to the demoralizing in¬ 
fluence of the pension agent, and he fears that any information as to his 
present condition will be used to decrease his pension. That, thirty 
years after the injury, the author has succeeded in obtaining the subse¬ 
quent history of thirty-four cases of injury' to the nerves, is itself praise¬ 
worthy, but the book itself merits much higher praise. The author has 
studied the later history of a part of the cases which formed the subject 
of the two treatises by Dr. Weir Mitchell, Gunshot Wounds and Other 
Injuries of Nerves, written in conjunction with Drs. Morehouse and Keen 
inJ1864, and Injuries of Nerves and Their Consequences, published in 
1872, and has added to the thirty-four cases recorded the histories of 
eighteen other cases of serious nerve injury. The book is thus a con¬ 
tinuation and a worthy sequel of his father’s well-known work. Analysis 
of such a work, however, is by no means easy. Each case presents its 
own individual features of interest, which are ably summarized. The 
various chapters treat of contusions and commotions of nerves, sections 
of nerves, ascending neuritis, degeneration and regeneration of severed 
nerves, and the treatment of injuries. The striking feature of the cases 
collected is their severity, although, of course, it was more natural that 
only the severe cases and those which had not recovered should answer 
the inquiries. Nevertheless, whether it be due to the nature of the 
original injury' or the lack of aseptic treatment or not, cases of such 
duration and severity are to-day comparatively rare. The author has 
noted many curious examples of perverted sensibility and irregular 
trophic disturbances in the cases, and he urges that, before operating, 
w ® confirm the diagnosis of a nerve lesion by some symptoms other than 
pain. The chapter on ascending and migrating neuritis is full of value. 
As is well known experimental attempts to produce an ascending neu¬ 
ritis have seldom succeeded, but clinical cases are occasionally met with, 
and Dr. Mitchell has recorded several cases. He is inclined to believe 
that there is a special toxic cause, and he concludes that pressure from 
any cause is a frequent, though not a constant, factor in tne production 
of a spreading inflammation, although the presence of inflammation in 
surrounding tissues has curiously little influence. Larger nerve trunks 
are more prone to present the phenomena of spreading inflammation 
than the smaller ones. Neuritis may spread centrifugaily or centripe- 
tally, the latter being the commoner form in traumatic ca^us. Beside 
the cases of injury to peripheral nerves a few cases of spinal injur}’ are 
also recorded, which are of very’ great interest from their bearing upon 
certain questions of great importance in medico-legal cases. They go to 
swell the proof that there are cases of very slow onset, due to injury, 
when the lesion is in the cord itself, with no injury to the vertebra, and 
where the prognosis is grave, and they further show that some of the 
simple “ backs,” viewed with so much disfavor, may eventually develop 
into cases of cord disease. The author finally lays much stress on the 
importance of ver}* long-continued treatment in cases of nerve injury', 
especially by electricity, even in apparently hopeless cases. In cases of 
suspected local injur}' or pressure he strongly urges nerve suture. In 
only oue point can we take exception to his statements, when he speaks 
of the prognosis in the ordinary' radial paralysis from pressure so com- 
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mon in drunkards, as bad, since complete and speedy recovery has been 
the rule in our experience. , . , A » 

The book will prove of extreme value to all interested in the study ot 
nervous disease. The author has undertaken a novel task, and he has 
performed it most admirably. We can give it no higher praise than to 
say that it is a worthy sequel of the elder Mitchell s Sgtma of 


The Aseptic Treatment of Wounds. By Dr. C. Schimmelbubch, of 
Berlin. Translated from the second German edition by Alfred Theo¬ 
dore Bake, M.B., of London. London: H. K. Lewis, 1895. 

An English translation of this most excellent work meets an un¬ 
doubted need, a need not only of the student who is seeking to grasp 
principles, but also of the practitioner who is endeavoring to apply them, 
and of the teacher who explains and demonstrates. The first German 
edition obtained at once a high place in the estimation of surgeons, and 
a Becond edition was demanded in a few months. 

Schimmelbusch was widely known as a scientific investigator of acumen 
and learning and as a practical surgeon of skill and experience, a blend¬ 
ing of capacities in the individual which gives a union of forces in his 
book. This volume is characterized by comprehensive grasp, breadth 
of view, and scientific accuracy. There are no vain chases after elurave 
theories. The results of the laboratory investigation are gauged, checked, 
weighed, and systematized by the calm judgment of the practical sur¬ 
geon, a judicious fusion of theory and practice which renders this little 
book the most valuable exposition of the subject we have ever seen. 

Schimmelbusch shows the great results which asepsis and antisepsis 
have brought about, demonstrates that the goal to aim at is surgical 
cleanliness, and that in reaching this chemical germicides are ot less 
importance than mechanical means. He gives in detail descriptions ot 
the simplest and best methods of preparing instruments, ligatures, sutures, 
dressing the akin of the patient, and the hands of the surgeon and his 
assistants; outlines the methods of preparation for operations in each 
region of the body; gives examples of preparation, operative conduct 
and post-operative care; outlines the procedures suitable for emergen- 
cies; insists upon thoroughness in every move, and proves that hypo¬ 
dermatic injections carelessly administered may he productive of most 
disastrous consequences. Every surgeon should own this book and every 
surgeon ought to study it. J. G. DA o. 


Text-Book of Diseases of the Kidneys and Urinary Organs. ^ By 
Prof. Dr. Paul Furbringer, Director of the Friedrichshaiu Hospital, 
Berlin, etc. Translated from the German with annotations by W. H. 
Gilbert, M.D., Physician in Baden-Baden, etc. In two volumes. Vol. 
I. London: H. K. Lewis, 1895. 

Prof. FOrbringer’s work on the Internal Diseases of the Den¬ 
ary and Genital Organs, the first edition of which appeared in 1884, 
the second in 1890, acquired its popularity chiefly through the later 
chapters, on the disease of the bladder and genital organs. The part 



